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Ad.surnv.s Sancte Spi rifu.s 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 
as we gather together in Your name. 

With You alone to guide us, 
make Yourse,lf at home in our hearts; 

Tea,ch1 us the way we must go 
,an,d how we aire to p1ursu,e it. 

We ,are weak and sinful; 
do not let us promote disorder. 

Do not let i,gnorance 
lead us 1d,own the wrong path 

nor partiality influence our actions. 
Let us find in You our unity 

so that we may journey together 
to eternal life 

and not stray from the way of truth 
and what is right. 

All this we ask olf You, 
who are at work in every place and time, 

in the communion olf the Father and the Son, 
forever and ever. 

Amen. 







Reflection: .(From the PREPARATORY Document!). 

A Double Dynamic of Conversion: Peter and Cornelius 

22.The episode narrates, first of all, the conversion of Cornelius, who even receives a sort of
annunciation. Cornelius is a pagan, presumably Roman, a centurion (a low-ranking officer) in the army of
occupation, who practices a profession based on violence and abuse. Yet, he is dedicated to prayer and
almsgiving, that is, he cultivates a relationship with God and cares for his neighbor. It is precisely in his
home that the angel surprisingly enters, calls him by name, and exhorts him to send-the verb of mission!
-his servants to Jaffa to call-the verb of vocation! -Peter. The narrative then becomes that of the
conversion of the latter, who, on that same day, received a vision in which a voice ordered him to kill and
eat animals, some of which were unclean. His response is decisive: "By no means, Lord" (Acts 10:14). He
recognizes that it is the Lord who is speaking to him, but he emphatically refuses, because that order
demolishes precepts of the Torah that are inalienable for his religious identity, and which express a way
of understanding election as a difference that entails separation and exclusion from other peoples.

23. The apostle remains deeply disturbed and, while he is wondering about the meaning of what has
happened, men sent by Cornelius arrive and the Spirit indicates to him that they are his envoys. Peter
responds to them with words that recall those of Jesus in the Garden: "I am the one you are looking for"
(Acts 10:21). This is a true and proper conversion, the painful and immensely fruitful passage of leaving
one's own cultural and religious categories: Peter accepts to eat with pagans the food he had always
considered forbidden, recognizing it as an instrument of life and communion with God and with others.



Reflection: (continued)

It is in the encounter with people, welcoming them, journeying with them, and entering their homes, that 
he realizes the meaning of his vision: no human being is unworthy in the eyes of God, and the difference 
established by election does not imply exclusive preference but service and witnessing of a universal 
breadth. 

24. Both Cornelius and Peter involve other people in their journey of conversion, making them companions
in their journey. The apostolic action accomplishes God's will by creating community, breaking down
barriers, and promoting encounters. The word plays a central role in the encounter between the two
protagonists. Cornelius begins by sharing his experience. Peter listens to him and then speaks, reporting in
turn what has happened to him and testifying to the closeness of the Lord, who goes out to meet people
individually to free them from what makes them prisoners of evil and mortifies humanity (cf. Acts 10:38).
This form of communicating is similar to the one Peter will adopt in Jerusalem when the circumcised
believers criticize him, accusing him of having broken the traditional norms, on which all their attention
seems to be focused, while disregarding the outpouring of the Spirit: "You entered the house of
uncircumcised men and ate with them!" (Acts 11:3). At that moment of conflict, Peter reports what
happened to him and his reactions of bewilderment, incomprehension, and resistance. Precisely this will
help his interlocutors, initially aggressive and refractory, to listen and accept what has happened. Scripture
will help to interpret the meaning, just as it also will at the "Council" of Jerusalem, in a process of
discernment that consists of listening together to the Spirit.
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LITANY 

Holy M,ary Mother o,f God 
Walk with us ,on our synodal journ1,ey 

Mother of the Church 
Walk with us and pray for us 

Mother of the disciples of Jesus 
Walk with us and pray for us 

Mother of the lost and the lonely 
Walk with us an,d pray for us 

Moth,er of the confused ,and hesitant 
Walk with us and pray for us 

Mother of those who are searching and 
questioning 
Walk with us and pray for us 

Mother of those who are ,on the marg1ins 
Walk with us and pray for us 

Mother who gives us di1r,ection and points 
the way ahead 
Walk with us and pray for us 

This litany was developed by the Knock 

Santa Maria def Camino by Rev. Fernando Aritzti, SJ 
In which Mary clears the path of rocks to make a way for migrants 

seeking refuge 

Woman of silence and reflection 
Help, us to listen to the Spirit 

Woman of service and action 
Help, us to listen to the Spirit 

Woman who sets out in mission 
Help, us to listen to the Spirit 

Woman who directs us towards your Son 
Help, us to listen to the Sp,irit 

You Journeyed from Nazareth to Bethleh,em 
Be with us on o,ur pilgrim way 

You Journeyed on the refuge,e road into 
Egypt 
Be with us on our pilgrim way 

You journeyed as a pilgrim to Jerusalem 
Be with us on o,ur pilgrim way 

You accompanied your Son Jesus on the 
road to Calvary 
Be with us on o,ur pilgrim way 

You walked with the disciples as they 
sh,ared the Good News 
Be with us on our pilgrim way 



!Holy Mary,
Mother of Go 1d 
and Mother of the Church. 
Gui1de ouir steps alo,ng the right path. 
IDiirect 1us, tow,ar 1ds you1r Son and 
hep 1us to fo,llow Him faithfullly. 

Our Lady of the Way 
Pray for us 

Our Lady of the Way 
Stay with us 

Our Lady of the Way 
Walk with us 



Mientras recorres la vida 
Tu nunca solo est6s 

Contigo por el camino 
Santa Maria, va 

Ven con nosotros al caminar 
Santa Maria, ven 

Ven con nosotros al caminar 
Santa Maria, ven 

Aunque te digan algunos 
Que nada puede cambiar 

Lucha por un mundo nuevo 
Lucha por la verdad 

Si por el mundo los hombres 
Sin conocerse van 

No niegues nunca tu mano 
Al quien contigo est6 

Aunque parezcan tus pasos 
lnutil caminar 

Tu vas hacienda caminos 
Otros los seguir6n 

Santa Maria del Camino 
song by Juan A. Espinosa 

Suggested recording by Veronica Sanfi l ippo 
https://youtu.be/1XvGo6viUdE?feature = sha red 

Santa Maria del Camino, painting by Fr. Fernando Aritzti, SJ, 1988 
original painting at  Dolores Mission Church, Los Angeles 

As you go through life 
You are never alone 

With you along the way 
Santa Maria goes 

Come with us as we walk 
Santa Maria, come 

Come with us as we walk 
Santa Maria, come 

Even if some tell you 
That nothing can change
Struggle for a new world 

Fight for the truth 

If in the world people 
walk without knowing one 

another 
Never hold back your hand 

From the person who is with you 

Even though your steps 
may seem useless 

If you make the way 
Others will follow 

https://youtu.be/1XvGo6viUdE?feature





